December 23, 2020
John Moreno, City Manager
City of Paramount
16400 Colorado Avenue
Paramount, CA 90723

RE: Notification of PFOS & PFOA Detection in Drinking Water
Dear Mr. Moreno,
The purpose of this letter is to inform you that recent tests have detected the presence of
Perfluorooctanoic Acid (PFOA) and Perfluorooctanesulfonic Acid (PFOS) in the groundwater
extracted by one of Golden State Water Company's wells that supply the Hollydale water system.
The Hollydale system provides drinking water to portions of the South Gate and Paramount
communities. During normal operation, the system is supplied by groundwater pumped from
GSWC’s local wells. The system also has three emergency inter-connections with the cities of
Downey, Paramount and South Gate, which are only utilized during times when supplemental
water supply may be required.
Testing required by the State Water Resources Control Board's Division of Drinking Water
(DDW) detected levels at Golden State Water's McKinley Well 3 that exceeded the state's
established Notification Levels of 5.1 and 6.5 parts per trillion (ppt) for PFOA and PFOS,
respectively, although below the Response Levels of 10 ppt for PFOA and 40 ppt for PFOS.
The PFOA results are as follows:
Well Name
McKinley Well 3

Sample Date
11/18/2020

Results (ppt)
6.9

Sample Date
12/2/2020

Results (ppt)
7.0

Average (ppt)
7.0

Results (ppt)
34

Sample Date
12/2/2020

Results (ppt)
34

Average (ppt)
34

The PFOS results are as follows:
Well Name
McKinley Well 3

Sample Date
11/18/2020

State law (Health and Safety Code Section 116455) requires timely notification to local
governing bodies (e.g., city council, county board of supervisors, or both) whenever a
Notification Level is exceeded in a drinking water source.

Dear Valued Customer,
Golden State Water Company (Golden State Water) has been providing reliable water service to
Californians for more than 90 years, and water quality has always been our top priority.
We are contacting customers served by our Hollydale water system to share the update that
recent tests have detected the presence of Perfluorooctanoic Acid (PFOA) and
Perfluorooctanesulfonic Acid (PFOS) in the groundwater extracted by one of Golden State Water
Company's wells that supply the Hollydale water system. Although customer notification is not
required, we are taking steps to proactively make you aware to maintain full transparency with
regards to water quality.
The Hollydale water system provides drinking water to portions of the South Gate and
Paramount communities. The water delivered to customers in these communities has and
continues to meet all quality and safety standards, which are established to protect public health.
Background
In September 2020, the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) issued more than 200
orders to water providers throughout California to conduct sampling for PFOS and PFOA in their
systems.
Tests conducted at Golden State Water’s McKinley Well 3 (Hollydale water system) detected the
presence of PFOA at 7.0 parts per trillion (ppt), above the state’s Notification Level of 5.1 ppt,
although below the state’s Response Level of 10 ppt. The presence of PFOS was detected at 34
ppt, above the state’s Notification level of 6.5 ppt, although below the state’s Response Level of
40 ppt.
About PFOA and PFOS
PFOA and PFOS are fluorinated organic chemicals that have been used in the making of
domestic products such as carpets, cookware and other products that are resistant to water, grease
or stains. PFOA and PFOS have also been used for suppressing fires, primarily at airfields and
military bases.
According to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), most people have been exposed
to PFOA and PFOS because they are used in an array of consumer products. While consumer
products and food are a large source of exposure to these chemicals for most people, drinking
water can be an additional source in the small percentage of communities where these chemicals
have infiltrated water supplies.
Additional Information/Resources

